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SUMMARY

The effects of non-Newtonian lubricants on the dynamics of a 3D journal bearing are investigated using
a moving spectral element method. Comparisons are made with the findings reported for the 2D case.
The variation of L/D, the ratio of the length of the bearing to its diameter, is shown to have a significant
effect on the stability properties of the journal. Copyright © 1999 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The study of journal bearing lubrication has, over the years, generated much interest from
major oil industries and engine manufacturers alike. In these application areas it is important
to predict and assess the performance of lubricants within a journal bearing with respect to
wear and efficiency under a wide range of operating conditions. There are many criteria that
need to be taken into account in the modelling of the lubricant. Some of the most important
are viscoelasticity, oil feed, thermal effects, cavitation, changes in viscosity with shear-rate,
temperature and pressure and 3D effects in dynamically loaded journal bearing. Although, in
the final analysis, it is an understanding of the combined effects of these phenomena which will
be of greatest interest to the lubrication manufacturers, the investigation of individual effects
is essential in the development of this understanding. In this paper we investigate the effect of
the third dimension on the dynamics of a journal bearing.

The traditional approach to the study of journal bearing lubrication has been via the
lubrication approximation introduced by Reynolds [1]. This enables an equation for the
pressure within the thin film region of the geometry to be written separately from the
kinematical and constitutive equations describing the flow of the lubricant, thereby simplifying
greatly the calculation of the reaction forces engendered by the lubricant. Whereas the
effectiveness of the lubrication approximation has been supported by experimental evidence in
a very wide range of lubrication studies, there are at least two contexts in which the
approximation may be open to question. The first is in predicting the fine details of the
non-linear dynamics of the journal bearing. Here, the precise pressure boundary conditions
exploited in the Reynolds equation can have a profound effect on the dynamics of the journal.
The second context is in studying the role of viscoelasticity in journal bearing lubrication.
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If the lubrication approximation is not invoked, there is no option but to solve the full set
of coupled equations governing the flow of the lubricant, taking proper account of the moving
parts of the geometry. Until recently this task has proved too formidable a calculation, but
with current computing power combined with efficient and accurate numerical methods, the
calculation may be attempted. Here we use the spectral element method to discretise the
governing equations and the preconditioned conjugate gradient (PCG) method to solve the
resulting system of algebraic equations. A dynamically chosen preconditioner is used to
accelerate the convergence of the linear solver.

In this paper we consider the flow of a non-Newtonian lubricant under dynamic loading
conditions. In earlier work Gwynllyw et al. [2] considered the long bearing approximation in
which everything is assumed to be constant along the axis of the bearing. We now remove this
assumption and investigate the effect of the third dimension on the stability properties of the
journal. We show that changing the length of the journal, keeping all other parameters
constant, can have a profound effect on the path of the journal and hence on the minimum oil
film thickness within the bearing. These considerations are important for the automotive
engineer who is often constrained by the size of the crankshaft when designing motor engines
but has a certain amount of freedom in choosing the length of the journal.

For the 2D model of the journal bearing there is a fundamental question which needs to be
answered. Namely, where should the arbitrary level of pressure be specified. For a piezoviscous
lubricant or a constant viscosity lubricant with cavitation incorporated into the model, the
point at which this level is set influences the path of the journal. Gwynllyw et al. [2] use short
bearing lubrication theory to determine where to set the pressure to zero. For the 3D model
this is no longer a problem since the lubricant is at atmospheric pressure at the ends of the
bearing.

2. MATHEMATICAL MODEL OF JOURNAL BEARING

The complexity of the dynamically loaded journal bearing problem is only too evident if one
considers a lubricant in the 3D region between two eccentric cylinders, where the inner cylinder
(the journal) rotates and is also free to move under a time-dependent load, while the outer
cylinder (the bearing) is stationary. In the following sections, the geometry of the journal
bearing and a full set of coupled equations governing the flow of the lubricant are presented.

2.1. The geometry

Consider the 3D geometry shown schematically in Figure 1. The journal of radius RJ rotates
with a constant angular velocity v in a stationary bearing of radius RB. Both the journal and
the bearing are assumed to be of the same length L in the axial direction (along the
z-direction). A parameter of interest, particularly, when making comparisons with lubrication
theory, is L/D, where D=2RB is the diameter of the bearing. The axes of the journal and the
bearing are separated by a distance e, and it is customary to define an eccentricity ratio

o=
e
c
, (2.1)

where c=RB−RJ, so that 05o51.
The region between the journal and the bearing is occupied by a fluid lubricant. For the case

of a static load this can be achieved by the fluid motion in a manner that requires no motion
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of the centre of the journal, it remains in its static equilibrium position. However, in the case
of a dynamic load the centre of the journal is no longer stationary but moves freely in response
to forces imparted upon it. Such forces consist of the lubricant reaction force on the journal
and also an applied load. The latter will be the subject which this paper addresses.

2.2. Equations of fluid motion

The momentum, continuity and constitutive equations for the 3D incompressible flow of a
generalized Newtonian fluid are given as follows:

� three momentum equations
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Figure 1. Geometry of the journal bearing model.
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In this study the fluid density r is considered to be constant. In addition, the fluid is
considered to be isotropic and isothermal. In the generalized Newtonian model the viscosity h

depends on the local shear rate and pressure only. The formulation of the viscosity law will be
discussed in the following section. The components (u, 6, w) of the velocity field u are based
on the Cartesian co-ordinates (x, y, z), and tij (i, j=x, y, z) are the components of the
extra-stress tensor.

In the above system of equations u, 6, w, p, ti,j, (i, j=x, y, z) are considered to be the
dependent variables. If the stress components are eliminated from (2.2)–(2.4) using (2.6)–
(2.11), we obtain a set of coupled non-linear partial differential equations involving only the
velocity and pressure field. Generally u and p are known as the primary variables and t the
auxiliary variable.

2.3. Viscosity

One of the most important physical properties of a lubricant is its viscosity. In fact, for a
Newtonian liquid, it can be shown using the lubrication theory that the load carrying capacity
is directly proportional to its viscosity. In normal usage, lubricants are exposed to a wide range
of shear rate, temperature and pressure, and an important consideration is the dependence of
viscosity on these three variables. To be acceptable, a lubricant must be able to function
adequately over a wide range of temperature and pressure. The simplest viscosity model is the
Newtonian model where the viscosity h is constant in the entire flow field. There are many
non-Newtonian viscosity models which are used to model more complicated fluid behaviour
such as shear-thinning, temperature-thinning, pressure-thickening and elasticity, as described
in [3]. In the following we present a shear-thinning and pressure-thickening model only.

The Cross model [3] is most commonly used to model the shear-rate dependence of viscosity
in the generalized Newtonian models. Therefore, the viscosity law we use has this dependence
on shear-rate built into it. In addition, a dependence on pressure is introduced by using the
Barus formulation. In practice, other models may also be included. The formulation of the
fluid viscosity law [4] is given as follows:

h={h�+ (h0−h�)[1+ (Ksg; )m]−1}×exp
�

−
a

3
trace(s)+

b

U
�

, (2.12)

where the coefficient Ks, although independent of the shear rate g; , is dependent on pressure
and temperature. In particular, following [5], we choose

Ks=Ks(p)=exp
�

−
ā

3
trace(s)+

b(
U

+E
�

, (2.13)

and

s= −pI+T, (2.14)
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where s is the total (Cauchy) stress tensor, I is the unit tensor and T is the extra-stress tensor
defined as Equations (2.6)–(2.11). The constants h0, h�, m, a, ā, b, b( and E are material
parameters which must be estimated by best-fitting available experimental data and may be
found in [4] and [5]. To represent isothermal flow the value of U in (2.13) and (2.14) is given
a constant value which in this paper is U=373.15 K.

For 3D flow the explicit forms of trace(s) and g; are given by

trace(s)=txx+tyy+tzz−3p, (2.15)

and
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2.4. Initial and boundary conditions

The above system of equations is to be solved subject to specified initial and boundary
conditions. With reference to Figure 1, we can divide the boundary G into four parts:

G=GJ@GB@GC@GL,

where GJ and GB denote the surfaces of the journal and bearing respectively, and GC and GL

denote the cross-sections of the bearing at z=0 and z=9L/2 respectively. The velocity
boundary conditions are

u(t)=uJ, 6(t)=6J, w(t)=0, on GJ, (2.17)

u(t)=6(t)=w(t)=0, on GB, (2.18)

Öt\0. These represent no-slip and impermeability conditions on the journal and bearing
surfaces.

We assume that the flow field in a finite bearing is symmetric about the middle of the
bearing, GC. Hence, u, 6 and p are symmetric functions of z and w is an antisymmetric function
of z. Therefore, the boundary conditions on the centre plane are given by

w=0,
(u
(z

=
(6

(z
=0, on GC, (2.19)

(p
(z

=0 on GC (2.20)

Physically, the finite journal is open to the atmosphere at both ends so that

p=0, on GL. (2.21)

In real engine bearings, however, liquid film rupture due to a variety of causes prevents the
formation of significant negative pressures. As a result, the region of positive pressure is
usually limited in extent to roughly half the bearing. Oil holes and grooves further complicate
the picture.

To fully define the problem it is sufficient to specify an initial state at time t=0,

u(x, y, z, 0)=u0, 6(x, y, z, 0)=60, w(x, y, z, 0)=w0. (2.22)

In the numerical calculations care must be taken to avoid an impulsive start to the rotation of
the journal, which can result in a large jump in pressure with an unrealistic increase in
viscosity. The rotational speed of the journal should be increased smoothly from rest in which
case (2.22) above needs to be modified.
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3. THE SPECTRAL ELEMENT METHOD

In this study the spectral element method is chosen for the spatial discretization. In the
spectral element method, a complex domain is decomposed into simpler domains called
spectral elements, in each of which a spectral representation is used to represent each of the
dependent variables. The solution is obtained using a discretization of the variational
formulation of the problem in which the velocity components are assumed to be continuous
across element boundaries. Spectral element methods were first presented in [6], and an
excellent review is given in [7]. This method, like the spectral method, uses high-
order polynomials as trial functions, and like the finite element method, decomposes the
computational domain into a number of simpler domains on which local trial functions
are defined. The hybrid character of the spectral element method enables it to overcome
the shortcomings of both the spectral method and the finite element method but still
retain their advantages. Since the trial functions of the spectral element method are local,
the method can handle complex geometries easily. On the other hand, it is still a high-
order weighted residual method, so the exponential convergence rate is achieved as the
degree of the polynomial approximation in each element is increased. In the following
sections a spectral element approach will be presented for the dynamically loaded journal
bearing.

3.1. Variational formulation

In order to pose a weak formulation equivalent to the system of Equations (2.2)–(2.5),
we first introduce the following function spaces:

V(V)={(u, 6, w)� [H0
1(V)]3},

Q(V)={p�L2(V), p(x)=0, on GL}.

where H0
1(V) denotes the subspace of H1(V) of functions which are zero on the boundary:

H1(V)={f�L2(V); 9f� [(L2(V))]3},

H0
1(V)={f�H1(V); f=0 on G},

where L2 (V) is the space of square integrable functions.
For the sake of simplicity we choose, without loss of generality, the velocity field equal

to zero on G. After multiplying (2.2)–(2.4) by the weighting function (ū, 6̄, w̄)�V(V) and
(2.5) by q�Q(V), and integrating by parts, we get the following variational formulation for
(2.2)–(2.5) as: Find (u, 6, w)�V(V) and p�Q(V) such that for t]0
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Under certain conditions, one can prove that there exists an unique solution (u, 6, w)�V(V)
and p�Q(V) to the variational formulation (3.1)–(3.4) (see [8]). The task for this method is to
find (u, 6, w)�V(V) and p�Q(V) such that the residuals of the discretized form of the system
(3.1)–(3.4) are minimized for all (ū, 6̄, w̄)�V(V) p̄�Q(V).

3.2. Local co-ordinate transformation

The spectral element method decomposes the computational domain V into K subdomains,
say, denoted by Vk, (k=1, . . . , K) such that

V= k=1
k Vk, Ök, l, k" l, VkSVl=¥. (3.5)

With the above decomposition of V the variational formulation of system (3.1)–(3.4) can be
written as
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where G( ·) is a convective operator and is defined as
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G( ·)=u
(

(x
+6

(

(y
+w

(

(z
,

and V(Vk) and Q(Vk) denote corresponding local spaces of functions in V(V) and Q(V)
respectively, restricted to Vk.

Although the domain V may appear quite complicated, there are techniques which can be
used to map each element Vk onto a parent element [9]. Let F be a continuous one-to-one
mapping such that F(V)=V. . Then under the mapping F, there is a corresponding domain
decomposition on V. and its subdomains V. k also satisfy the connection property (3.5). For
simplicity, here V. k are assumed to be rectangular subdomains, which can be achieved by
properly choosing F. For each rectangular subdomain V. k we can define a mapping from
V. k= [al

k, ar
k]× [bl

k, br
k]× [c l

k, cr
k] to Ò3= [−1, 1]3, by:
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where (x̂, ŷ, ẑ) are the co-ordinates of a point in V. k and (j, z, x) are the corresponding local
co-ordinates in Ò3, which is called the parent element or volume.

In fact, the image domain V. is more of a convenient mathematical concept than a
computational necessity. In actual applications, the mapping can be carried out directly from
Vk to the parent element Ò3. For the technical details of the implementation of the grid
generation, the reader is referred to Reference [10] for the 2D case.

3.3. Basis

In order to set up the spectral element discretization, it is necessary to choose a simple basis
to span a proper functional space for the Galerkin numerical approximation. In the present
work, we will use the Gauss–Lobatto Legendre polynomials as a basis for the approximation
space:

hi(j)= −
(1−j2)L %N(j)

N(N+1)LN(ji)(j−ji)
, i=0, 1, . . . , N, (3.10)

where LN is the Nth-order Legendre polynomial, L %N is the first-order derivative and the
collocation points, ji, are given by

−1=j0Bj1B · · · BjN=1, Öi�{1, . . . , N−1}, L %N(ji)=0. (3.11)

From the definition of hi(j), we obtain

hi(jj)=dij, Öi, j�{0, . . . , N},

where dij is the Kronecker-delta symbol. There also exists a unique set of positive real number
ri, corresponding to ji, (05 i5N), such that the integration rule&

−1

1

c(x) dx= %
N

i=0

ri c(ji), (3.12)
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is exact for all polynomials c(x) of degree 5 (2N−1) on the interval [−1, 1]. Note that one
advantage of using the Gauss–Lobatto Legendre polynomials as basis functions is that we
only have to deal with one set of grid points for interpolation and numerical quadrature.

Then on the parent element, Ò3, we define a basis set {fijl} as

fijl(j, z, x)=hi(j)hj(z)hi(x), i, j, l�{0, . . . , N}3.

Note that we have chosen the resolution in the three spatial directions to be the same; however,
in practice, this need not be the case. Now the basis set {fijl} on the parent element Ò3 has its
projection {f ijl

k } on each subdomain Vk through a mapping F and

f ijl
k ((x, y, z)�(x, y, z)�Vk)=hi(j(x, y, z))hj(z(x, y, z))hl(x(x, y, z)),

i, j, l�{0, 1, . . . , N}3. (3.13)

With well-distributed interpolation points on Vk, it can be proved that {fijl} is complete
(when N��) and orthogonal. Therefore, if Vk

h is the subspace spanned by {f ijl
k }�V(Vk), then

there is a projection Pk such that for any uk(x, y, z �(x, y, z)�Vk)�V(Vk)

Pk(uk(x, y, z))=uh
k(j(x, y, z), z(x, y, z), x(x, y, z))�Vk

h, (3.14)

where uh
k is the numerical approximation of uk�V(Vk). Then it follows that there is a

projection P such that for any u(x, y, z �(x, y, z)�V)�V(V)

P(u(x, y, z))=uh= k=1
K uh

k(j(x, y, z), z(x, y, z), x(x, y, z))� k=1
K Vk

h, (3.15)

where uh is the numerical approximation of u by piecewise polynomials. The discretization
parameter h is thus characterized by two numbers, the number of elements, K, and the
polynomial degree within each element, N. Under proper conditions, one can construct
convergent sequences of solution to (3.15) such that

 k=1
K uh

k�u, as N�� or Dmax�0, (3.16)

where Dmax is the maximum size of the subdomains Vk.
Now we can see that the spectral element method has two ways to achieve better numerical

precision, i.e. by increasing the dimensions of the subspaces, N3, and/or the number of the
elements, K. Therefore, the method is flexible and the optimum choice for these two
parameters depends on each individual problem to be solved. The flexibility of the spectral
element method is one of its most attractive features compared with the spectral and finite
element methods.

3.4. The spatial discrete formulation

Let us denote by PN,K the space of all polynomials of degree N or less defined over each
parent element Ò3, and Vh and Qh the discrete spaces respectively, for the velocities and
pressure, where for each h, Vh¦V(V) and Qh¦Q(V) are compatible subspaces of V(V) and
Q(V). Choosing the velocity field in Vh=H0

1(V)PN,K and constructing a Gauss–Lobatto
Legendre grid in the parent element Ò3, we expand the velocity field in tensor product form:
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where vijl
k =vh(j i

k, z j
k, x l

k)= (u(j i
k, z j

k, x l
k), 6(j i

k, z j
k, x l

k), w(j i
k, z j

k, x l
k))T is the velocity at the

tensor product Gauss–Lobatto Legendre point (j i
k, z j

k, x l
k) in subdomain Vk, and the basis

functions hi, hj and hl are defined as in (3.10). Here Nj, Nz and Nx are the numbers of
collocation points in the three spatial directions respectively.

As for the finite element method, the velocity and pressure spaces must satisfy the
Babus' ka–Brezzi inf-sup compatibility condition in order to have a solvable system leading to
a pressure field that is not polluted by spurious pressure wiggles. In the framework of the
spectral element method, Maday and Patera [7] have shown that a suitable choice for the
pressure approximation space is

Qh=L2(V)PN−2,K.

With this choice for the pressure approximation space the compatibility condition is satisfied.
Therefore, we choose the pressure nodes to be the interior Gauss–Lobatto Legendre points.
Thus the pressure approximation is given by

ph
k(j, z, x)= %

Nj−1

i=1

%
Nz−1

j=1

%
Nx−1

l=1

pijl
k f0 ijl(j, z, x)= %

Nj−1

i=1

%
Nz−1

j=1

%
Nx−1

l=1

pijl
k h0 i(j)h0 j(z)h0 l(x),

(x, y, z)�Vk� (j, z, x)�Ò3, (3.18)

where h0 i(·) is defined as

h0 i(j)= −
(1−j i

2)L %N(j)
N(N+1)LN(ji) (j−ji)

. (3.19)

Since the test functions ū, 6̄, w̄ and p̄ are arbitrary, we can choose appropriate test functions
ū, 6̄, w̄�Vh, which are unity at a single point (ji, zj, xl) and zero at all other Gauss–Lobatto
Legendre points and test function p̄�Qh, which are unity at a single point (ji, zj, xl) and zero
at all other interior Gauss–Lobatto Legendre points. By substituting the velocity and pressure
expansions into the variational form (3.6)–(3.9), we can derive the following semi-discretized
(discrete in space) statement of the 3D problem,

r %
K

k=1

duijl
k (t)
dt

Bijlabg
k = − %

K

k=1

(hku ijl
k Aijlabg

k +rGijl
k (u)Bijlabg

k −prst
k Drstabg

k (u)), (3.20)

r %
K

k=1

d6 ijl
k (t)
dt

Bijlabg
k = − %

K

k=1

(hk6 ijl
k Aijlabg

k +rGijl
k (6)Bijlabg

k −prst
k Drstabg

k (6)), (3.21)

r %
K

k=1

dwijl
k (t)

dt
Bijlabg

k = − %
K

k=1

(hkwijl
k Aijlabg

k +rGijl
k (w)Bijlabg

k −prst
k Drstabg

k (w)), (3.22)

%
K

k=1

(uijl
k Dijlrst

k (u)+6 ijl
k Dijlrst

k (6)+wijlrst
k (w))=0, (3.23)

where Aijlabg
k , Bijlabg

k , Drstabg
k (·) and Gijl

k (·) are given in Appendix A. Once all the integrations
have been computed for all elements, the contributions from neighbouring elements are
summed along element interfaces. In this way we arrive at the following matrix statement of
Equations (3.20)–(3.23):

r [B ]
�du(t)

dt
n

= −{h [A ][u ]+r [B ][G(u)]− [DT(u)][p ]− [f(u)]}, (3.24)

r [B ]
�d6(t)

dt
n

= −{h [A ][6 ]+r [B ][G(6)]− [DT(6)][p ]− [f(6)]}, (3.25)
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r [B ]
�dw(t)

dt
n

= −{h [A ][w ]+r [B ][G(w)]− [DT(w)][p ]− [f(w)]}, (3.26)

[D(u)][u ]+ [D(6)][6 ]+ [D(w)][w ]=0, (3.27)

where [u ], [6 ], [w ], [G( ·)] and [p ] are the vectors whose components are the values of these
functions at all collocation points (the Gauss–Lobatto nodes); [f( ·)] are essential boundary
conditions appearing in (2.17)–(2.21); the superscript T denotes transpose; and the global stiff
matrices [A ], [B ] and [D( ·)] are obtained by the summation of the local stiff matrices Ak, Bk,
Dk, in the following format:

[C ]= %
K

k=1

%Ck. (3.28)

Here S% denotes elemental direct stiffness summation, in which the continuity and boundary
conditions imposed on u, 6, w and p (Equations (2.17)–(2.21) respectively) are taken into
account, i.e. rows and columns corresponding to the same global degree of freedom are
summed, and rows and columns corresponding to essential boundary conditions are
eliminated.

3.5. The temporal discrete formulation

We now discuss the temporal discretisation for the system (3.24)–(3.27). Since we consider
the dynamically loaded journal bearing problem, the restriction on the time step for an explicit
time marching method can be severe when the journal is tracked in time. In general, we may
improve this situation by treating the non-linear operators explicitly and the linear operators
implicitly. Here, the first-order backward Euler time marching scheme is used for the system
(3.24)–(3.27):

r [B ]
�un+1−un

Dt
n

= −{h [A ][un+1]+r [B ][G(un)]− [DT(u)][pn+1]− [f n(u)]}, (3.29)

r [B ]
�6n+1−6n

Dt
n

= −{h [A ][6n+1]+r [B ][G(6n)]− [DT(6)][pn+1]− [f n(6)]}, (3.30)

r [B ]
�wn+1−wn

Dt
n

= −{h [A ][wn+1]+r [B ][G(wn)]− [DT(w)][pn+1]− [f n(w)]}, (3.31)

[D(u)][un+1]+ [D(6)][6n+1]+ [D(w)][wn+1]= [0], (3.32)

in which [un] represents an approximation of [u(nDt)], etc. and Dt is the time step. The
implicit/linear and explicit/non-linear splitting techniques in the scheme (3.29)–(3.31) are
motivated by the fact that in the full explicit treatment of the system (3.1)–(3.4) it is typically
the second-order viscous operator that results in the most stringent time step restriction. Since
the discrete equations associated with this operator can be efficiently and robustly inverted, it
is clear that these terms should be treated implicitly. On the other hand, the non-linear inertia
terms are both less restrictive in terms of time step and more difficult to invert than the viscous
terms, and are, therefore, more conveniently treated in an explicit fashion. For notational
purpose the Equations (3.29)–(3.32) can be reduced to a standard matrix form:

h [A ][un+1]+s [B ][un+1]− [DT(u)][pn+1]= [Fn(u)], (3.33)

h [A ][6n+1]+s [B ][6n+1]− [DT(6)][pn+1]= [Fn(6)], (3.34)

h [A ][wn+1]+s [B ][wn+1]− [DT(w)][pn+1]= [Fn(w)], (3.35)
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[D(u)][un+1]+ [D(6)][6n+1]+ [D(w)][wn+1]= [0], (3.36)

where s=r/Dt and Fn( ·)] are defined as

[Fn(u)]=s [B ][un]−r [B ][G(un)]+ [f(u)],

[Fn(6)]=s [B ][6n]−r [B ][G(6n)]+ [f(6)],

[Fn(w)]=s [B ][wn]−r [B ][G(wn)]+ [f(w)].

It should be noted that the matrix [A ] is positive-definite and symmetric and [B ], the mass
matrix, is diagonal due to the Gauss–Lobatto Legendre quadrature. Consequently, the
absolute stability of Equations (3.33)–(3.36) is readily demonstrated by setting [Fn( ·)]= [0] and
multiplying all equations by [un+ l], [6n+ l], [wn+ l] and [pn+1] respectively, to arrive at


[un+1]
0,hB
[un]
0,h, 
[6n+1]
0,hB
[6n]
0,h, 
[wn+1]
0,hB
[wn]
0,h. (3.37)

Thus, the discrete Equations (3.33)–(3.36) are unconditionally stable. Here 
 ·
0,h denotes the
discrete L2-norm, 
u
0,h((u, u))h

1/2. Further interesting results can be found in [7].

4. UZAWA METHOD

In this section, the Uzawa procedure will be used to decouple the pressure and velocity
computations. In this way a saddle point problem will be replaced by two symmetric positive
(semi)-definite systems.

We begin with a decoupling of the original problem (3.33)–(3.36) into two positive
semi-definite symmetric forms, one for the velocities u, 6, w and one for the pressure. First, for
each of the velocity components u, 6 and w from the momentum equations (3.33)–(3.35), we
formally solve

[un+1]= [H ]−1[DT(u)][pn+1]+ [H ]−1[Fn(u)], (4.1)

[6n+1]= [H ]−1[DT(6)][pn+1]+ [H ]−1[Fn(6)], (4.2)

[wn+1]= [H ]−1[DT(w)][pn+1]+ [H ]−1[Fn(w)], (4.3)

where [H ] is the discrete Helmholtz operator defined by

[H ]= (h [A ]+s [B ]).

We then insert (4.1)–(4.3) into the continuity equation (3.36) to obtain the following equation
for the pressure:

([D(u)][H ]−1[DT(u)]+ [D(6)][H ]−1[DT(6)]+ [D(w)][H ]−1[DT(w)])[pn+1]

= [D(u)][H ]−1[Fn(u)]+ [D(6)][H ]−1[Fn(6)]+ [D(w)][H ]−1[Fn(w)]. (4.4)

Thus the discrete problem (3.33)–(3.36) can be replaced with the discretely equivalent
statement

[H ][un+1]− [DT(u)][pn+1]= [Fn(u)], (4.5)

[H ][6n+1]− [DT(6)][pn+1]= [Fn(6)], (4.6)
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[H ][wn+1]− [DT(w)][pn+1]= [Fn(w)], (4.7)

[S ][pn+1]= [C ], (4.8)

where the discrete pressure matrix is

[S ]= ([D(u)][H ]−1[DT(u)]+ [D(6)][H ]−1[DT(6)]+ [D(w)][H ]−1[DT(w)]),

which is symmetric positive definite and

[C ]= ([D(u)][H ]−1[Fn(u)]+ [D(6)][H ]−1[Fn(6)]+ [D(w)][H ]−1[Fn(w)]).

We make several observations about these systems. First of all, since the system matrices [H ]
and [S ] are symmetric and positive (semi-)definite, standard elliptic solvers, such as the
conjugate gradient iteration technique, can readily be applied. Secondly, since the pressure and
velocity in Equations (4.5)–(4.8) are completely decoupled in the solution process, we can first
solve equation (4.8) for the pressure pn+ l and then solve Equations (4.5)–(4.7) for each
velocity component (un+1, 6n+1, wn+1) with pn+1 known. Finally, the pressure operator [S ] is
completely full due to the embedded inverse [H ]−1 and, therefore, a nested iterative approach
is required to solve (4.8).

Using the Preconditioned Conjugate Gradient (PCG) method to solve this system is well
documented in the literature (see [7]) and suitable preconditioners have been advocated which
yield efficient numerical algorithms. However, for the solution of realistic journal bearing
problems in which c=RB−RJ is very small and the eccentricity ratio c is near unity the
system of equations is extremely ill-posed and the spectrum of [S ] is not so well-behaved (see
[10]). In this situation, the standard choice of preconditioner for Equation (4.8) is not robust.
Therefore, the construction of an effective preconditioner for such a system will be essential for
the scheme to be efficient. In this paper, we use a preconditioner which changes dynamically
in time, taking into account the current eccentricity ratio of the journal and the number of
PCG iterations required for convergence at each time step. The preconditioner is based on the
pressure matrix evaluated at a given eccentricity ratio. Then this preconditioner is used for the
solution of the pressure problem at successive time steps for which, of course, the eccentricity
ratio will be different from that of the preconditioner. The current preconditioner is changed
when the number of iterations required for convergence of the outer conjugate gradient
iteration exceeds a prescribed maximum number of iterations. A new preconditioner is then
constructed corresponding to the current eccentricity ratio. The work involved in setting up a
new preconditioner is negligible compared with the time taken to solve the full equations. This
process continues until either a stable equilibrium point or closed orbit is found. Further
details regarding the choice of preconditioner for this problem can be found in Reference [10].

5. MOTION OF THE JOURNAL

After performing an integration of the equations over one complete time step Dt, the reaction
force F and torque C on the journal may be calculated as

F= −
&

GJ

s · n ds, (5.1)

C= −RJ

&
G

nT · s · t ds, (5.2)
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where n and t are the unit vectors outward normal and tangential to the journal surface GJ.
The reaction force is used to calculate the new position of the journal.

We assume that the centre of mass of the journal behaves as a particle of effective mass, Me,
situated at the centre of the journal. The equation of motion of the journal is then given by

Me r̈=Fa+F, (5.3)

where r is the position vector of the centre of the journal with respect to a co-ordinate system
fixed in space and Fa is the applied load, which, in this paper, is taken to be

Fa= (0, F, 0), F=Fpsin(vt)−Meg+Fc, (5.4)

where the parameters Fp and Fc allow one to specify the amplitude and mean level of the
applied load.

The journal is tracked in time using a quasi-steady approximation for Equation (5.3). This
is, at a given time t=n Dt, say, the steady flow equations are solved for the current position
of the journal using the spectral element method. Since the quasi-steady approximation is used
we do not have to take into account the speed of change of the mesh in the governing
equations. The force which the fluid exerts on the journal is then calculated by integrating the
normal stress around the journal. The right hand side of (5.3) is then updated and the equation
is integrated in time using the forward Euler method to obtain the new position of the journal
at time t= (n+ l) Dt. The process is repeated by solving the steady flow equations in the new
region between the journal and the bearing. Note that in this approximation the motion of the
journal at successive time steps is treated explicitly and, therefore, the time step must satisfy
the CFL condition. In general, the time step Dt can be chosen as follows: if Er, Ea and Ez

denote the number of spectral elements in the radial, azimuthal and axial directions respec-
tively, and similarly, Nr+1, Na+1 and Nz+1 denote the number of Gauss–Lobatto nodes in
those respective directions, the minimum inter-nodal distance is then

hmin:min
! c

ErNr

,
2pRJ

EaNa

,
L

2EzNz

"
.

If UT denotes the translational speed of the journal, then the CFL condition is

Dt5
hmin

UT

.

Now in a typical run, UT=O(1), while hmin=O(10−5), giving Dt510−5.

6. STATICALLY LOADED JOURNAL BEARING

We first validate our 3D spectral element algorithm on the statically loaded journal bearing
problem. In particular, we shall compare our 3D spectral element results for the static journal
with both lubrication theory and the numerical results of Roberts et al. [11] which were
obtained by using a spectral collocation approach.

6.1. Reynolds’ equation

A statically loaded journal is, by definition, a journal which rotates about its own stationary
axis. A full film Newtonian fluid will impart a load on a static journal in the direction
orthogonal to the line joining the centres of the journal and the bearing. When the gap c is
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Table I. Static results for L/D=1/10

SEM SCM SBT

Fy C Fy Co Fy C

0.62E−2 0.18E00.70 0.11E0 0.54E−2 0.53E−20.11E0
0.35E00.62E−2 0.63E−20.24E00.80 0.24E0 0.64E−2

0.79E0 0.85E−2 0.10E1 0.88E−20.90 0.80E0 0.89E−2
0.13E−10.29E10.12E−10.23E10.95 0.23E1 0.12E−1

0.33E2 0.33E−10.99 0.17E2 0.30E−1 0.14E2 0.28E−1

small compared with other dimensions, it is possible to perform an order of magnitude analysis
on the full Navier–Stokes equation. This results in Reynolds’ equation ([12]), which, in the
absence of inertia, is

(

(u

�
(1+o cos u)3 (p

(u

�
+
� R

2L
�2 (

(z
�

(1+o cos u)3 (p
(z
�

= −6hVR2 o

c2 sin u, (6.1)

where V is the angular velocity of the journal and u is the azimuthal angle as shown in Figure
1.

In many physical situations the long or short bearing approximations are valid. When either
of these approximations is applied to the above equation a closed form expression for the
pressure may be derived. The reaction force of the fluid on the journal (the load) is then
calculated by integrating the pressure around the surface of the journal,

F=
&

G
pI · n dS. (6.2)

Note that this expression differs from the one which we use (5.1) in that the extra-stress part
of the Cauchy stress tensor is not included.

6.2. Long and short bearing approximation theories

The long bearing approximation assumes that the pressure field is constant along the
z-direction and thus the effects of the side boundary conditions are negligible. When (p/(z is
neglected, the Reynolds’ equation can be solved analytically to obtain the pressure,

p=p0+
6hVR2

c2

o sin u(2+o cos u)
(2+o2)(1+o cos u)2 . (6.3)

Table II. Static results for L/D=1/1

LBTSCMSEM SBT

Fy C Fy C Fy C Fyo C

0.84E−1 0.18E3 0.78E−10.61E−10.81E2 0.64E−10.70 0.78E2 0.22E3
0.28E3 0.11E0 0.35E3 0.12E00.80 0.12E3 0.82E−1 0.11E3 0.78E−1

0.90 0.12E0 0.41E3 0.16E0 0.10E4 0.27E00.22E3 0.13E0 0.21E3
0.59E3 0.23E00.95 0.29E4 0.68E00.35E3 0.19E0 0.33E3 0.18E0

0.68E10.33E50.53E00.13E40.42E00.82E30.99 0.44E00.90E3
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Table III. Static results for L/D=10/1

SEM SCM LBT

Fy C Fy Co Fy C

0.79E0 0.22E40.70 0.21E4 0.82E0 0.84E00.20E4
0.28E40.10E1 0.11E10.26E40.80 0.27E4 0.11E1

0.38E4 0.15E1 0.41E40.90 0.16E10.40E4 0.16E1
0.23E10.59E40.95 0.56E4 0.23E1 0.55E4 0.23E1

0.13E5 0.50E10.99 0.13E50.13E5 0.53E10.51E1

Using (6.2), the force and torque for the long bearing are given by

Fy=
12phLVR3o

c2
(1−o2)(2+o2)
, (6.4)

and

C=
2pLVR3

c
(1−o2)
+

Fye
2

. (6.5)

The short bearing approximation assumes that the contribution of the side boundary condi-
tions gives rise to a much larger pressure gradient than that due to the rotation of the journal.
With (p/(u neglected, the Reynolds’ equation can again be solved analytically for the pressure,
viz,

p=p0+
3hVo sin u

c2(1+o cos u)3

�L2

4
−z2�. (6.6)

Similarly, the force and torque for the short bearing are given by

Fy=
phL3VRo

2c2(1−o2)3/2 , (6.7)

and

C=
2phLVR3

c
(1−o2)
+

Fye
2

. (6.8)

6.3. Discussion of static results

Tables I, II and III give the values for the force component in the vertical direction, Fy and
the torque C exerted by the fluid on the journal calculated in four different ways: (i) the 3D
spectral element method (SEM) described in this paper; (ii) the 3D spectral collocation method
(SCM) of [11]; (iii) the long bearing lubrication approximation theory (LBT); and (iv) the short
bearing lubrication approximation theory (SBT). Tables I, II and III correspond to three
different L/D ratios namely 0.1, 1.0 and 10. The spatial discretization parameters used for the
SEM results in these tables are (Nr, Na, Nz Er, Ea, Ez)= (4, 6, 4, 1, 6, 1) and is sufficient for
spatially converged values of Fy and C. The corresponding physical parameters for the journal,
bearing and the lubricant in these calculations are the same as those used in [11], i.e. given by
Table IV with v=250 rad/s.

Generally speaking, the spectral element solutions are almost identical with previous results
of 3D Stokes solutions for all ratios of L/D, which validates our 3D spectral element
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algorithm. As expected the calculated force and torque are in agreement with long bearing
lubrication approximation theory for L/D=10/1 for all eccentricities. When L/D=1/10 one
would expect there to be agreement with the prediction of short bearing lubrication theory.
The fact that there is not can be explained by the way the component of force Fy is calculated.
In short bearing lubrication theory the contribution to the force of the extra-stress is omitted.
This has negligible effect for L/D=10/1, but has increasing influence for short bearings. If we
neglect the contribution of the extra-stress in our computation of Fy when L/D=1/10 we
obtain agreement with short bearing theory. The comparison of the solutions for L/D=1/1 is
particularly interesting. One notes that the spectral element solution predicts less load capacity
than either of the long and short bearing lubrication approximation solutions as o50.99. The
side leakage of the lubricant is permitted at both ends of the journal due to the variation of
pressure in the axial direction for the spectral element solution in the case of the finite
bearings. In this sense, at least, the behaviour of a finite bearing does not simply lie somewhere
between the extremes predicted by the long and short bearing lubrication approximation
theories.

7. DYNAMICALLY LOADED JOURNAL BEARING

A dynamically loaded journal bearing consists of a journal whose axis is not stationary but
moves in response to forces imparted upon it. Such forces consist of the fluid’s reaction force
on the journal and also an applied load, such as the force of the piston in the case of a big-end
journal bearing. Computationally, the dynamically loaded journal bearing presents a major
computational challenge since the position of the journal needs to be tracked in time and a new
mesh needs to be constructed at each time step.

7.1. Ca6itation model

It has long been known that under many operating conditions a complete lubricating film is
not maintained in a journal bearing. In such conditions the lubricant is unable to sustain the
very low pressures that are generated within the journal bearing mechanism. The result of this
is that the fluid ruptures and a cavitating region is formed. The occurrence of cavitation in
journal bearings is shown to result in reduced power loss, bearing torque and load capacity.
Dowson et al. [13], in an excellent review of cavitation, point out that cavitation need not have
detrimental effects on the load carrying capacity of bearings. Although cavitation damage may
occur in journal bearings there is significant evidence that cavitation may reduce wear by
damping out self-excited instability that occurs in dynamically loaded journal bearings. This
instability is known as whirl instability.

The suggestion that whirl instability occurs in the full-film dynamically loaded journal
bearing (with zero applied load) has been made by many investigators. In such cases, the
journal moves from an unstable equilibrium position and gradually tends towards the journal
in an ever increasing whirling motion. The period of this orbit is twice that of the journal’s

Table IV. The physical parameters for the journal bearing

Journal radius (RJ) 0.03125 m Constant viscosity (h) 5×10−3 Pas
Gravity acceleration (g) 10 m/s2Bearing radius (RB) 0.03129 m

0.06250 m Density (r) 820 kg/m3Bearing length (L)
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angular velocity about its own axis resulting in the term half-speed whirl. In this situation the
bearing is deemed to have failed since the journal will eventually touch the bearing. In practice
the full film condition is not realistic since in many journal bearing models the large negative
pressures produced in the oil film cause the oil to vaporize leading to cavitation.

There are many ways of modelling cavitation for 2D journal bearings of which the half
Sommerfeld (p-film) cavitation model is a notable example. In this model the cavitation region
is assumed to occupy the divergent half of the region between the journal and the bearing. The
lubricant is assumed to occupy the convergent part of this region. Thus, for the purposes of
calculating the force exerted on the journal by the fluid, the pressure boundary condition has
been set

p=0, at u=0; and pBuB2p.

If the short bearing approximation is used, a more sophisticated model is the oscillating p-film
model. This allows the cavitating region to change dynamically in response to the behaviour
of the journal. In this model the value of u1 is chosen to be the smallest value of u\p for
which p=0 and the cavity is then assumed to occupy the region p+u1BuB2p+u1. There
is documented evidence that this condition is a reasonable approximation to physical reality
(see [12]). A useful comparison of the various boundary conditions used to describe cavitation
models for the journal bearing can be found in [14].

However, in the case of the 3D journal bearing it is no longer necessary to specify a priori
the position of the cavitation region. Since ambient pressure conditions are imposed at the
ends of the journal bearing the pressure is determined uniquely. Therefore, unlike the
corresponding situation in 2D the pressure level does not need to be set by specifying the
pressure at a single point in the domain. In this paper two 3D cavitation models are presented.
The first model is similar to the 2D single-phase cavitation model described in [14]. However,
the 3D version of this model differs in that the arbitrariness of pressure is not addressed and
no assumptions are made about the size of the cavitating region. In this approach the
governing equations for the lubricant are solved subject to the full-film assumption and the
cavitation region is then determined by the region of subambient pressures. We shall refer to
this 3D single-phase cavitation model as model (A) for convenience.

The second model considered is the 3D 6iscosity ca6itation model, so called since the
cavitation region is related to the viscosity of the fluid. This idea was presented by Davies and
Li [4] for statically loaded journal bearings and implemented for 2D dynamically loaded
journal bearings by Gwynllyw et al. [2]. This model avoids the complex programming required
to trace the moving boundary for the cavitation region, by incorporating a viscosity function
for the lubricant which filters out the subambient pressures within the cavitation region. In this
model we make no attempt at modelling rupture, and simply assume that there remains fluid
in the cavitation region. In this region the viscosity function decreases quickly but smoothly to
an asymptotic value hmin. Ideally we would wish to choose hmin to be approximately the
viscosity of air but such a small value leads to difficulties in the numerical convergence of the
algorithm. A value of hmin=4.0×10−4 Pas has been used in our numerical calculations. We
shall refer to this 3D 6iscosity ca6itation model as model (B).

For both cavitation models the reaction forces are calculated by integrating the Cauchy
stress tensor over the non-cavitating region. In the following section, we incorporate the above
two cavitation models into our solution of the fully non-linear governing equations (2.2)–
(2.12). We shall investigate whether cavitation in the 3D case has as significant an effect on the
dynamics of the journal as reported for the 2D case by [14].

Copyright © 1999 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. Int. J. Numer. Meth. Fluids 29: 311–341 (1999)



3D MODEL OF JOURNAL BEARING 329

Figure 2. Comparison of trajectories for (a) full film model and (b) cavitation model (A) for a journal with a constant
applied load, Me=200 kg, v=500 rad/s, L/D=1/1 and Fc=1.0×104 N starting from (o0, f0)= (0.5, −p).

7.2. Constant applied load

In this section we investigate the journal’s motion when it is subject to a constant applied
load Fc"0 with Fp=0. Comparison is made between the results obtained by assuming a
full-film condition, the 3D single phase cavitation model (A) and the viscosity cavitation model
(B). The geometric data and fluid parameters used in our numerical calculations are listed in
Table IV, and correspond to an L/D ratio of 1/1 unless otherwise stated.

One of the main goals of this paper is to investigate the effects of a finite length on a journal
bearing mechanism. This is done by comparing the dynamics of a finite length journal bearing
with one of an infinite length (2D journal bearing). It has already been shown in [14] and [15]
that, under the full film assumption, every trajectory of the 2D journal spirals towards the
bearing and no stable equilibrium points or closed orbits are found. Cavitation in the 2D case
is found to have significant stabilizing properties.

The first example is one in which the applied load is constant, Fc=1.0×104 N, with an
effective mass Me=200 kg. The angular velocity of the journal is 500 rad/s. The journal is
initially situated at (o0, f0)= (0.5, p), where o0 is the initial eccentricity ratio and f0 is the
initial attitude angle. The results of the first example are illustrated in Figures 2–4. Figure 2
illustrates a comparison of the trajectories of the journal centre for the two models in the form
of a clearance circle plot in which the bounding circle and its centre correspond to o=1.0 and
o=0.0 respectively, whilst Figures 3 and 4 show the behaviour of the eccentricity ratio and the
cosine attitude angle of the journal respectively, as a function of time.

For the full-film model the journal initially moves downwards owing to the constant applied
load Fc and its weight Meg, see curve (a) in Figure 2. However, as its eccentricity increases, the
journal’s rotation about its own axis becomes the dominating effect and the journal enters the
half-speed whirl scenario whereby it gradually moves outwards in a whirling motion, the
period of which is twice that of its own axial rotation. Figure 4 shows that the journal does
enter half-speed whirl and thus as time increases further this path will approach o=1.0 and the
journal will eventually touch the bearing.

It is clear from curve (b) in Figure 2 that the single-phase cavitation model has a significant
stabilizing effect upon the journal in 3D. Such an effect also occurs in infinite length journal
bearings [14,15]. Again the journal moves downwards as a result of the applied load Fc and its
own weight Meg, but this time its angular rotation spirals the journal inwards towards an
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Figure 3. Evolution of the eccentricity ratio for the full film and cavitation (A) models. All parameters are the same
as those in Figure 2.

equilibrium point, that is, the point at which the fluid’s reaction force balance the journal’s
weight and the applied load. This demonstrates that the inclusion of a cavitation model in 3D
journal bearings also has a stabilizing influence.

When an equilibrium point exists its position appears to be independent of the initial
position of the journal for both 3D cavitation models employed in this study. An examination
of this can be found in Figure 5, in which cavitation model (A) is used for a journal with two
different initial positions, namely (o0, f0)= (0.75, 0) and (0.5, −0.27). Both journals converge
to the same equilibrium point (o, f)= (0.9, 1.05). Indeed, we found no case whereby a
bifurcation in the equilibrium points exist. For both the long and short bearing limits of
lubrication theory it can be shown that, with a p-film cavitation model, only one equilibrium
point exists for the stability of the system.

Next we compare the trajectories generated by the two different cavitation models (A) and
(B). The comparison is illustrated in Figure 6, in which the journal applied load is its own
weight, that is, We=Meg=4000 kg and Fc=0. The journal has angular velocity v=500

Figure 4. Cosine of the attitude angle as function of time for the two cases considered in Figure 2. Plots (a) and (b)
give the results of the full film and cavitation (A) models respectively, together with (c) sin(vt) for reference with the

journal angular velocity.
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Figure 5. Comparison of trajectories for a journal starting from different positions with cavitation model (A) and a
constant applied load We=Meg=4.0×104 N and L/D=1/1. Plots (a) and (b) show the journal starting points at (o0,

f0)= (0.75, 0) and (o0, f0)= (0.5, −0.27) respectively.

rad/s. Stable paths are achieved for both cavitation models although the positions of the
equilibrium points are different. The initial stages of these trajectories are shown in Figures 7
and 8. The two equilibrium points have the same eccentricity ratio (o=0.9) but differing
attitude angles, f=1.05 for model (A) and f=0.9 for model (B). The fact that both models
have the same equilibrium eccentricity ratio was also reported by Gwynllyw et al. [14] for their
comparison of the 2D two-phase and 2D one-phase cavitation models. The result is that
neither cavitation model seems to have a greater stabilizing effect when compared with the
other. However, the position of the equilibrium point is sensitive to the choice of the cavitation
models. We shall discuss this matter further for a variable applied load in the next section.

We consider the case of a journal with different magnitudes of constant applied loads using
the cavitation model (A). In this example the journal has the angular velocity v=500 rad/s
with an effective mass Me=200 kg. We impose, respectively, two constant applied loads (a)
Fc=5.0×103 N and (b) Fc=104 N on the journal. The comparison of the trajectories
corresponding to these two loads is shown in Figure 9. As expected, a larger load results in a

Figure 6. Comparison of trajectories of cavitation models (A) and (B) for a journal with We=Meg=4.0×104 N,
v=500 rad/s. Plots (a) and (b) give the results of cavitation models (A) and (B) respectively.
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Figure 7. Eccentricity ratio versus time for the two cases considered in Figure 6. Plots (a) and (b) give the results of
cavitation models (A) and (B) respectively.

larger eccentricity ratio and generates a smaller minimum oil film thickness whilst, a smaller
load produces a larger one. This is seen in Figure 9. Although we found no significant
difference in the shape of the two trajectories, since both journals approach equilibrium points
at the end of a spiraling motion, there is a difference in locations of those points. This indicates
that the position of an equilibrium point is determined by the magnitude of the constant
applied load.

7.3. Variable applied load

Variable applied loads for the dynamically loaded journal bearings have been studied by
many investigators using the short or long bearing approximations (see for example [15,16]).
To the authors’ knowledge, a few have used the full set of governing equations and studied the
non-linear dynamics of the journal bearing under variable applied load conditions (see [14] for
the 2D case). In this section we investigate the effect of variable applied loads on the journal
orbits. Thus we have Fp"0 in Equation (5.4) and set Fc=0 for convenience.

Figure 8. Cosine of the attitude angle versus time for the two cases considered in Figure 6. Plots (a) and (b) give the
results of cavitation models (A) and (B) respectively, together with (c) sin(vt) for reference with the journal angular

velocity.
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Figure 9. Comparison of the trajectories with different constant applied loads Fc=5.0×103 N and Fc=104 N. Other
parameters are Me=200 kg and v=500 rad/s.

Under the full-film assumption, the variable applied load gave similar results to the constant
applied load case in the sense that whirl instability eventually occurs. The variable applied load
significantly alters the path initially but later, as the fluid’s reaction force becomes dominant
at higher eccentricities, the journal’s path progressively resembles that encountered in whirl
instability. The result, therefore, is bearing failure.

When cavitation is included in the finite length bearing the application of an applied load
was found not to induce instability. That is, a system which was stable under a constant
applied load (Fp=0) was also found to be stable under a variable applied load (Fp"0).
Instead of an equilibrium point in the case of a constant applied load, the result with a variable
applied load was a closed orbit with the same period as the applied load. These findings agree
with the findings of Reference [14] for 2D bearings.

An example of the stable closed path is given in Figure 10, where cavitation model (A) has
been employed and the magnitude of the variable applied load is Fp=5×104 N. The journal
is seen to leave its initial position at (o0, f0)= (0.5, 0) and very quickly enters a closed path
driven by the applied load and the reaction forces of the lubricant. Figures 11 and 12,
respectively, illustrate the dependence of the eccentricity ratio and the attitude angle with time.

Figure 10. Trajectory of the journal centre for cavitation model (A) with a variable applied load Fp=5.0×104 N.
Other parameters are Me=200 kg, v=250 rad/s, and (o0, f0)= (0.5, 0).
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Figure 11. Evolution of the eccentricity ratio versus time for the case considered in Figure 10.

Referring to Figure 12 and comparing with the plot of sin(vt) shows that the period of the
closed path is the same as that of the applied load. Again, this shows that the applied load is
dominant in determining the period of the path.

For the case of the variable applied load the locus of the closed path is independent of the
initial position of the journal. Evidence to support this statement is provided in Figure 13 with
the cavitation model (A). This is similar to the findings of the previous section where the
equilibrium point is independent of the initial position of the journal. This evidence supports
the claim that the final closed orbit for a given variable applied load (or the stable equilibrium
position for a constant applied load) is independent of the initial condition, and is not confined
to small initial displacements for a stable journal.

The effect of different magnitudes of variable applied loads is illustrated in Figure 14. These
results are for cavitation model (A) with variable applied loads (a) Fp=5×104 N and (b)
Fp=5×103 N. Unsurprisingly, decreasing the magnitude of Fp results in a larger minimum oil
film thickness. There is significant difference as well in the shape of the closed path with the
lower variable applied load giving a more rounded path. The comparison of the eccentricity
ratios of the two paths is illustrated in Figure 15.

Figure 12. Cosine of the attitude angle (a) as a function of time for the case considered in Figure 10, together with
(b) sin(vt) for reference with the journal angular velocity.
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Figure 13. Comparison of trajectories for a journal starting from different positions (a) (o0, f0)= (0.5, 0.0) and (b) (o0,
f0)= (0.25, p). Other parameters are Me=200 kg, Fp=5.0×104 N, L/D=1/1 and v=250 rad/s.

An important parameter in 3D journal bearings is the ratio of the length to the diameter of
the journal L/D. Changing the length of the journal can have a significant effect on the
journal’s path as well as journal performance. We support this comment by comparing the two
paths in Figure 16 where the larger path corresponds to a bearing whose length is one-tenth
of that corresponding to the smaller path. Note that doubling the length of the journal does
not mean de facto that the effective mass of the journal is doubled. The effective mass of the
journal includes the mass of the whole crankshaft and not just that part enclosed in a
supporting bearing (the journal). Although automotive engineers are constrained by the
crankshaft in the design of engines they have freedom to play with the length of the main
bearing. Therefore, the question as to how the length of the journal affects its path, keeping
all other parameters constant, is an important one. With the same variable applied load Fp, we
found that a decrease in the bearing’s length always results in larger orbits, or equivalently,
smaller minimum oil film thicknesses. Physically, this is not surprising. It is well known (see
[12]) that for a given eccentricity ratio the fluid reaction force, per unit bearing length, exerted
on a short bearing is many times less than that carried by a long bearing. Similarly, for a given

Figure 14. Comparison of trajectories for a journal having different magnitudes of applied loads (a) Fp=5×104 N
and (b) Fp=5.0×103 N. Other parameters are Me=200 kg, L/D=1/1 and v=250 rad/s.
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Figure 15. Comparison of eccentricity ratios versus time for the case considered in Figure 14.

value of an applied load, a shorter bearing results in a larger eccentricity ratio compared with
a longer bearing. This effect is shown in Figure 17, where the eccentricity ratio when the
journal reaches its equilibrium point is plotted as a function of the ratio L/D. It is seen that
for a given constant applied load Fc=104 N with Me=200 kg the dependence of eccentricity
ratio on L/D is almost exponential corresponding to the relation

o=a exp
�−bL

D
�

.

The parameters a and b in this relationship depend on Fc. It is useful to have this formulation
in the bearing operation [12]. In our example, these constants are a=0.975 and b=0.198 for
the given applied load Fc=104 N and Me=200 kg. Looking at the variation of the bearing
load capacity with the ratio L/D in Table V, it is clear that the load bearing capacity is
significantly reduced when the bearing length is decreased. In other words, the eccentricity
ratio of the final equilibrium point is significantly increased if the bearing length is decreased.
For example, we see in Table V, corresponding to the applied load 104 N, that o=0.1105 when
L/D=10/1, o=0.6869 when L/D=1/1, and o=0.92 when L/D=1/2. Moreover, when the

Figure 16. Comparison of trajectories for different bearing lengths (a) L=0.0625 m and (b) L=0.625 m, with
Fp=5.0×104 N, v=250 rad/s and the same journal radius.
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Figure 17. Eccentricity ratio versus the ratio of L/D for a fixed applied load Fc=104 N.

applied load is l05 N, the final eccentricity ratio is o=0.9223 when L/D=1/1, but when
L/D=10/1 it is only o=0.4355. When L/D=1/2 the journal fails when the applied load is
over 5.0×104 N for our example. This clearly demonstrates that the bearing length is an
important parameter when determining the load bearing capacity contributing to either
bearing failure or journal stability depending on its value.

Our last example demonstrates that distinct trajectories are generated for different cavitation
models as was the case for a constant applied load. In this example, the journal has a variable
applied load Fp=5.0×104 N. A comparison of the trajectories resulting from the two models
(A) and (B) is shown in Figure 18. For each of the models a closed trajectory of the journal
centre has been found. However, the closed path generated by model (B), compared with the
path generated by model (A), is wider in the horizontal direction and narrower in the vertical
direction. In particular, there is a significant difference in the maximum eccentricity ratio. This
can be seen more clearly in Figure 19, where it is found that omax=0.921 for model (A), but
omax=0.91 for model (B). Again, this example indicates that for a variable applied load the
trajectory of the journal centre is also sensitive to the choice of the cavitation models.

In all our numerical calculations we found that the reaction force, which the lubricant exerts
on the journal, is always comparable, in magnitude, with the applied load. Hence, the applied
load is at least a contributory factor to the trajectory of the journal. Further, for all the stable
trajectories generated the end effect was an equilibrium point in the case of a constant applied
load and a closed path for the case of a variable applied load. We shall not fully address the
question of whether the application of a non-zero Fp to a previously stable system always
produces a closed path. Of course, there always exists a large enough Fp whereby the journal’s

Table V. Dependence of eccentricity ratio at equilibrium point on Fc and L/D

L/D=10/1 L/D=1/1 L/D=1/2Load

1.0×103 — — 0.7718
5.0×103 — 0.6232 0.8529

0.92010.68690.11051.0×104

5.0×104 0.2896 0.8149 \0.99
1.0×105 —0.92230.4355

—\0.990.95751.0×107
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Figure 18. Comparison of trajectories for cavitation models (A) and (B). Here plots (a) and (b) correspond to models
(A) and (B) respectively. The parameters used are Me=200 kg, with Fp=5.0×104 N and v=250 rad/s.

eccentricity ratio exceeds our numerical tolerance of o=0.99 although this certainly does not
mean that a theoretical limit cycle does not exist.

8. CONCLUDING REMARKS

In this paper a moving spectral element method has been presented for studying the effects of
a non-Newtonian lubricant on the dynamics of a 3D journal bearing. The parameters in the
fluid model have been obtained from experimental results on commercially manufactured
lubricants. As for the corresponding 2D case we have shown that a constant viscosity lubricant
results in bearing failure under all the conditions which have been tested. Cavitation has been
modelled in two ways. First, by using the full-film assumption and then calculating the force
on the journal by ignoring the region of subambient pressures. Secondly, by using a viscosity
cut-off function that quickly but smoothly reduces the viscosity to some small value when the
pressure in the lubricant is subambient. The inclusion of a model for cavitation is shown to

Figure 19. Eccentricity ratio versus time for the two cases considered in Figure 18. Plots (a) and (b) show the results
of cavitation models (A) and (B) respectively.
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stabilize the motion of the journal with the result that for a constant applied load the journal
can reach an equilibrium point and for a variable applied load the journal can reach a closed
path. The final path of the journal depends on the magnitudes and frequency of the applied
loads, but not on the initial position of the journal.

More significantly, however, the effect of 3D on the dynamics of the journal bearing has
been demonstrated by varying the ratio L/D and results presented showing the differences in
the paths keeping all other parameters the same.
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APPENDIX A. FORMULATIONS OF A, B, D, G

The expressions defining A, B, D and G are:
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and J is the transformation Jacobian,
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All the integrations in the above equations are calculated by the Gauss–Lobatto quadrature
rule (3.12) in the (j, z, x) directions. The x, y and z derivatives in (A1)–(A8) can be expressed
in terms of derivatives with local co-ordinates j, z and x, according to the formula
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